For Immediate Release

September 20, 2002
Royal Ottawa Hospital and Three Consortia Move to next Step of Innovative Re-development Project

OTTAWA—The Board of the Royal Ottawa Health Care Group has narrowed its search for qualified consortia able to design, build, finance, operate and maintain its brand new mental health center -- on target for construction in the spring of 2003.  The hospital Board voted on the final list of consortia last evening after reviewing a number of submissions responding to their Request for Qualifications issued in June.  

The qualifying consortia -- which comprises a number of corporations responsible for either the design, construction, financing, operation or maintenance aspects of the re-development project -- will be required to submit an innovative proposal on how they intend to provide for and manage new facilities under a long term partnership with the Royal Ottawa Health Care Group, the organization that governs the Royal Ottawa Hospital.  

“We are very impressed with the caliber of consortia who came forward to re-develop the Royal Ottawa Hospital, and ultimately with those groups who have qualified,” said Roger LeClaire, Chair of the Board’s Expansion and Re-Development Committee. “The involvement of the consortia in providing our region with a brand new mental health center is proving to be an exciting journey in innovation, one that we believe will work well for the people of Eastern Ontario.”

Three consortia qualified for the next phase of the Royal Ottawa Hospital re-development, with corporate representation from around the world as well as Ottawa and Toronto. Each consortia ensured that there was a company able to manage each of the aspects of the re-development project including design, construction, financing, ongoing operations and maintenance of the new facility -- now and into the long term future.

“The consortia have exceptional strengths in each of the areas necessary for this project,” said Graham Bird, Project Manager of the re-development of the Royal Ottawa Hospital. “They have successful experience in health care facility development, and they have a history of innovation and resourcefulness. This is the way new facilities can be built on time, within budget and with an opportunity to include many new and innovative techniques to capital redevelopment.”

The consortia who qualified are the Ottawa Healthcare Group, Access Health Ottawa and  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Health Care Infrastructure Company of Canada.  Companies within each of these consortia are known for their experience with government and hospital organizations, their ability to work in long term relationships, and their commitment to project completion on time and within budget. (Please see attached backgrounder for a detailed list of companies associated with each consortia).

“We are looking for one long term partner to provide and maintain a new mental health center, first through this qualifying process, and then ultimately one consortia after the RFP process,” said George Langill, CEO of the Royal Ottawa Health Care Group, “But this consortia will focus on the facility development and management only. The delivery of health care will remain a matter of public administration through the Board of the Royal Ottawa Health Care Group.”

The re-development of the Royal Ottawa Hospital, with many of its buildings almost a century old, is a joint project of the Ontario SuperBuild Corporation and the Ministry of Health and Long Term Care.  The qualified consortia are expected to submit their proposals by January 2003 with final selection of the successful consortia tentatively scheduled for March.  Completion of the new Royal Ottawa Hospital is anticipated for Fall 2004.
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Please contact:

Kathy Hendrick, (613) 722-6521, ext. 6755 or cell: (613) 266-6755

Joanna Filion, (613) 722-6521, ext. 6767

